Interior Paint Prep Details
Level 1: Basic:
This surface preparation level requires basic cleanliness of surfaces to ensure the adhesion of new
finishes to the surfaces to which they are applied with less concern for the adhesion of existing paint
coats and quality of appearance of the finished surfaces. Preparation shall include the removal of
surface dust, dirt, obvious loose paint, and other surface contaminants by washing, light power washing
or pressure washing, hand cleaning including the use of a duster brush or broom, and mildew
treatment. This level of preparation should ensure that subsequently applied coats of paint will adhere
to existing paint coats. This level of surface preparation does not warrant that previously applied paint
coats are well adhered to each other or are well adhered to the substrate. Under this level of
preparation, no alteration of the existing surface profile shall be attained. It is recommended that tests
should be performed on exterior surfaces in accordance with ASTM D 4214 Standard Test Methods for
Evaluating the Degree of Chalking of Exterior Paint Films.

Level 2: Standard:
This surface preparation level requires basic cleanliness of surface to ensure the adhesion of new
finishes to the surfaces to which they are applied as well as the examination of existing coatings to
assess their adhesion. With this level of surface preparation, good adhesion and longevity of finish is of
primary concern and appearance is of secondary concern. This level of surface preparation includes
that described in Level 1 plus other procedures necessary to create a sound surface for repainting
including solvent cleaning, basic patching/filling, caulking, light sanding/abrading, and “feather edge”
sanding. Under this level of surface preparation, it is recommended that Adhesion by Tape Tests be
performed in general accordance with ASTM Standard 3359 to assess the adhesion of previously
applied paints. When poor results are obtained (ratings of 0 or 1), at isolated locations, then more
aggressive surface preparation methods including power tool cleaning, high pressure washing and
hydro blasting, chemical stripping and abrasive blasting may be recommended at these isolated
locations. If it is determined that the poor adhesion of existing coatings is not isolated, but is
widespread, then Restoration/ Resurfacing is required. It should be recognized that many factors may
affect the adhesion of the entire coating system that is applied including the properties of the coatings
selected, their permeability, etc. Therefore, while the performance of adhesion tests provides some
indication of the adhesion of existing coatings, they may not predict the overall adhesion of the total
coating system after new coats have been applied.

SLOCUM STARTS AT A LEVEL 3 PREPERATION ON ALL PROJECTS

Level 3: Superior:
This surface preparation level incorporates the requirements of Levels 1 and 2 with added emphasis on
the quality of appearance of finish painted surfaces. This level of surface preparation includes filling,
patching, taping cracks in drywall and properly dealing with “nail pops,” approximate matches to
existing textures, and thorough sanding to minimize existing runs, sags, brush/roller marks, and the
surface profile of cracked and peeling areas, and other existing surface defects.

Level 4: Supreme:
This surface preparation level incorporates the requirements of Levels 1, 2 and 3 with even more
emphasis on the quality of appearance of finish painted surfaces. Under this level of surface
preparation, all necessary preparation techniques will be employed to improve the quality of
appearance except Restoration/ Resurfacing. Thorough filling and sanding will be accomplished to
eliminate defects causing abrupt surface profile differences.

Restoration/Resurfacing:
This degree of surface preparation is required when existing conditions indicate that the surfaces are
severely deteriorated (DSD-3) or there is substrate damage (DSD-4). Existing coatings may be
completely, or nearly completely removed (for example stripping to repaint rather that stripping to
stain). Abrasion, chemical removers or applied heat may be employed to remove a failed coating and/or
to expose a failing substrate. Substrates may have to be completely replaced, repaired, or resurfaced.

